
I'd like to express my thanks to the commission for giving me the
platform to state my case. I am in opposition to this project, and I think
the right thing to do is to reject Santos' Narrabri Gas Project. I   strongly
speak out in opposition to the project has shown the peril CSG places
NSW in, while offering diminished benefit.

Extracting gas in northwest NSW will likely increase the likelihood of fire,
as evidenced by Greg Mullins, the former NSW fire commissioner. It
was shown to expose towns to the hazard of irrevocable groundwater
pollution or depletion by penetrating the bedrock, and still not bring
significant new jobs to the area. If anything, this project will increase
rents and cost of living in northwest NSW.

We have seen that CSG will definitely bring a higher level of fugitive
submissions. It will accelerate our path towards climate change and
global warming. This project flouts the precautionary principle by not
considering these impacts. This was evidenced in former Chief Scientist
Professor Penny Sackett's submission.

Our Indigeneous communities are opposed to this project. It puts their
ability to follow the traditional culture of that land in jeopardy, without
their consent, as was evidenced by Dolly Talbott and Maria Cutmore.

There is paltry economic benefit to NSW. The Department of Planning
has said that this project will not decrease gas prices. Experts such as
Bruce Robertson and Alistair Davy have already outlined to the panel
that this project is expensive and subpar compared to the market's
interest in investment in renewables, and thus makes no monetary
sense.

In summary, I think there is plentiful evidence that has outlined that this
project should not go ahead and is perilous to the future of Narrabri and
NSW. Firstly the location of the gas field is unacceptable due to its
importance for the preservation of our Biodiversity, which is already
under attack from other explorations all over the State and Nation. In
fact, the Pilliga is recognized as one of 10 National Biodiversity Hotspots
in NSW. It also contains the largest temperate woodland in Australia,
covering 500 000 ha. It is categorised as wilderness under the National
Wilderness inventory
The Pilliga is internationally recognized as an important bird area with
migratory bird species coming to the area from within the Eastern
Australian Bird Migration system. 
It comes as no surprise that the Pilliga provides habitat for 24 nationally
listed threatened and migratory species, as well as 48 state listed
threatened species. Since we are experiencing an accelerating loss of
biodiversity and are facing the extinction of 100 species annually, it
seems unreasonable to reduce, if not completely destroy this important
habitat for our species. The latest report, released 30.6.2020 about
Koala population in NSW analysed that we will also face the extinction
of this iconic mammal by 2050 unless we urgently take action. This
certainly does not include destroying even more habitat as well as
accelerating climate change fuelling demise of koalas nationwide.
The Pilliga also provides an essential southern recharge zone for the
Great Artesian Basin and the extraction of gas in this area would
potentially risk polluting the Artesian Basin. 

These are just the risks which are very likely to occur, despite Santos
being required to observe tight environmental guidelines. But no
regulation would be able to insure 100% against these risks.and as it
has already occurred with test exploration drills in the area, spills have
occurred and areas within the Pilliga have become too polluted to
regenerate. The Chief Scientist has made 16 recommendations in 2014
to protect against the risks of coal seam gas. Only 2 have been fully
implemented in the Assessment Report by the Department of Planning
for this project. As a citizen, this seems to border on corruption and
further underlines the mistrust of proper public oversight for risky
projects like this. 
Even today, the wastelands of those spills are continuing and Santos
has not managed to properly contain them. How should the people of
NSW trust them with 850 gas wells?  How can we guarantee that
irrigators of the Murray Darling Basin water will not receive
contaminated water from discharge of treated water and issues with the
storage of brine, which Santos has not clarified how this should properly
happen?
There are many more reasons for why this project should not go ahead,
among them economic reasons, social, environmental and global
climate change. With the knowledge we have today of the dangers that
this particular project and all other fossil fuel projects impose on human
life it is utterly irresponsible to put short term profits (if there are any)
before the future of the next generation. We can not allow a project like
this to go ahead. 
Thank you for your  consideration. 

      


