
Armidale, 7th August, 2020

Dear Commissioners and Team at the Independent Planning Commission,

Knitting Nannas New England North West (KNNENW) started at a camp in the Billiga 
Forest around September 2013. I joined soon after and KNNENW asked me to address 
the IPC regarding the Narrabri Gas Project on behalf of the group, focusing on climate 
change.

Preparation of the presentation on behalf of KNNENW informs this personal submission. 

I graduated with a Masters in mathematics and physics at the Swiss Federal Institute of 
Technology in Zurich (ETH). I completed a PhD in mathematics at the University of 
Sydney, I had post-doctoral research appointments at the Institute for Theoretical Physics 
at ETH and at the Max Planck Institute for Mathematics in Bonn. I am a reviewer for 
several international scientific publications.

My approach to preparing the submission on behalf of KNNENW was to treat Section 6.6 
of the Assessment Report by the NSW Department of Planning, Industry and Environment 
as a paper submitted to me as an examiner or a journal referee, using my formal 
qualifications and practical experience in rigorous dispassionate objective analysis as 
lecturer and reviewer. I focused solely on the Report's content and arguments, followed 
them up and sought references, questioning external influences only where the report did 
not stand up to such scrutiny. 

While I was not suprised I was still shocked by the complete lack of rigorous analysis 
shown by the Department. Section 6.6 does not pass scrutiny and would be a 'fail' or at 
best a 'revise and resubmit'. The reason for my lack of surprise at this state of affairs is 
that I have been aware of the silencing and even removal of employees of public 
organisations who insist on telling the truth and refuse to toe the line. I have witnessed this 
at Australian universities over the last two decades. 

It is clear from the objections raised by experts that Section 6.6 is not the only one which 
fails to provide a sound basis for the Department's recommendation to approve the project. 
I urge you to reject it.

Sincerely yours,
Dr Bea Bleile


