Dear Commissioners

Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission to this inquiry. I do not live in the local area, however some of my forebears did, so I feel a connection to the Pilliga region. Moreover, as a grandparent, I am very concerned about any project which will have a deleterious affect on the wellbeing of my grandkids.
I OBJECT to this project for the following reasons:

Climate Impacts

The scientific evidence about serious climate change as a result of the burning of fossil fuels in now firmly established. I note that the Commission has heard evidence from several of Australia's leading climate scientists advising that we are at the stage in history where we cannot risk open up any new fossil fuel projects. Methane is a far more dangerous pollutant than carbon dioxide and unfortunately the risk of methane leakage at every stage of coal seam gas (CSG) mining projects is high (and uncontrollable). The argument that gas is a "transition" fuel is rapidly losing currency - when so called "fugitive emissions" are factored into the calculations, gas is looking to be as damaging to the climate as coal.

Indigenous Rights

This project will severely damage the cultural significance of the Pilliga area, as local Indigenous people have testified to the Commission. The destruction of sacred sites and environmental values is increasingly being seen as a form of human rights abuse.
Water

The Great Artesian Basin is a precious treasure to a nation which suffers our frequency and severity of drought. Any risk of depletion or pollution of the ground water is a risk too high, given that people, farming, local wildlife and the environment cannot survive without clean water. The company cannot prove that the toxic substances proposed to be pumped down into the water table will not pollute the groundwater. 
Human Health Impacts

Pollution of wells, crops and farming land has been a significant problem with CSG in other locations, notably the US and the Roma area of Queensland. There are a myriad of reports of people living near CSG wells suffering from respiratory and skin illness, headaches and pain. The company cannot prove that these problems will not occur in the Narrabri area. CSG mining lowers the value of nearby land so that locals who wish to leave find it very difficult to sell their properties, so lose their livelihoods and their health due to the impacts of the mining.
Need for the Gas

The rationale for this project is that NSW needs the gas that it will provide and that it will lead to lower domestic gas prices. However, as experts have demonstrated to the Commission, now that gas is exported on the international market, any product resulting from this project would likely be exported and would not result in cheaper prices for domestic supply. Demand for gas is falling and the recent report by the Australian Energy Market Operator (AEMO), has shown that the lowest cost option for energy in Australia over the next decades is clearly wind and solar. Many households are gradually converting from gas to electric appliances. Even AGL has recently retracted advertising that gas is a clean energy source - because its not..
Economic Track Record of CSG

CSG mining has shown itself to be a damaging and ultimately unprofitable enterprise. CSG companies in the US are going into bankruptcy and calling for bail-outs from the Government. Meanwhile the cost of clean ups is paid by taxpayers and the personal costs in terms of sickness and loss of livelihood are paid by locals.

Jobs and Local Economy
CSG mining is not labour intensive, with the majority of those who do work in the industry coming in from outside the local area.  Those local businesses which see CSG as a potential financial bonanza clearly haven't looked at the impacts of CSG mining in other parts of the country - loss of land values, widespread illness, loss of income and ultimately a population decline in the area. 
Lack of Social Licence

Santos has not shown that it values the well-being of the Narrabri community or indeed the Australian population. Indeed, when asked about the Paris climate targets by stakeholders at a company AGM, the CEO replied that he thought that 4 degrees of warming (above pre-industrial levels) was "about right" - this demonstrates extreme ignorance about the likely impacts of this amount of warming, which include increasingly severe weather events and failure of global crop staples. The impacts of this amount of warming on the Narrabri community would be catastrophic.
Legal and Financial Liability

The NSW Government is very likely to be called upon to bail out this project when it fails, and to have to pay for remediation of the damage that can be repaired, and compensation for the damage that can't be fixed. 
I urge the Commission to reject approval for this project because it will cause short term profits for a few and medium to long term suffering for many. 
Thank you

Ms Annie Close
Melba ACT
