
Submission to the Independent Planning Commission 

My name is Anne Thompson. I object to this project. I am an 82year old 

grandmother and live in the Northern Rivers district of NSW.  For the 

last 9 years I have been fighting coal seam gas, from the Darling Downs 

of Queensland, to the Pilliga Forest and to my own region of Northern 

NSW. 

In 2012 I did a bus tour of the gasfields of Chinchilla, Queensland, to see 

for myself the toxic effect this industry is having on the environment 

and residents. I met Dr. Geralyn McCarron on this tour and we later 

made more trips and got to know many of the families. We could see 

the polluted creeks, dying trees and smell the gas. It was obvious that 

the health of many of these people was suffering and the need for 

health testing was discussed.  

With the help of a local musician, I organized a fundraiser in Lismore, to 

raise funds for these tests and ‘The Rig Gig' raised $12,500. Dr. 

McCarron organized urine tests and results showed that 16 of 17 

residents’ test samples, contained Hippuric acid (main metabolite of 

Toluene), along with varying combinations of phenol, cresol, PAH and 

methyl ethyl ketone.  

Tank water-testing, showed extremely acidic pH and concerning levels 

of heavy metals AND radioactivity. These chemicals are linked to gas 

extraction and are also linked to neurological conditions and other 

symptoms such as bleeding nose, eye irritation and breathing 

difficulties being experienced. Dr McCarron also reported cancer 

clusters in the district and her paper ‘Symptomatology of a Gasfield’ is 

widely recognized. (Google)   



 

(The following year another $10,200 was raised and used to buy 

reverse osmosis filters for homes and tankered in, drinking water for 

the residents, as the mysterious substance in the black rain that covers 

vehicles and all outdoor surfaces, washes into the drinking water tanks 

and dams, making the water undrinkable.  

Soon after these test results were made public, many of the affected 

families were ‘re-located’ under strict confidentiality conditions. Those 

who were not so fortunate, were left to continue suffering mentally 

and physically. 

 I attended The Bender Inquiry in Brisbane and met George Bender, the 

well-respected Chinchilla farmer, who weeks later, took his own life 

from the stress and harassment from the CSG industry wanting to 

expand onto his land. This industry and farming are not compatible! 

Please reject this project. Thankyou. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


