
Narrabri Gas Project 

I have serious concerns and object to the Narrabri Gas Project, the main reasons are outlined below. 

Flora and Fauna 

• Woodlands have been severely denuded in Eastern Australia over the past 150 years. This severe 
fragmentation has resulted in a corresponding decline in the distribution and abundance of the 
flora and fauna associated with this vegetation form.

• The Pilliga Forest has survived largely in-tact, representing a very large, contiguous area of dry, 
open woodland. As such it is a rare and important remnant of the once extensive woodland 
ecosystems within NSW.

• The deep, low nutrient sands of the Pilliga scrub provide a unique enough environment to have at 
least two endemic species: the wattle Acacia pilligarensis and the Pilliga mouse, Pseudmys 
pilligarensis, of which P pilligarensis, is threatened and in dire need of further research into its 
ecological requirements. Furthermore, the Pilliga scrub contains a range of other threatened 
woodland fauna species, including, but not limited to, the Turquoise Parrot, Barking Owl, Grey-
crowned Babbler, Hooded Robin, Black-striped Wallaby, South-eastern Long-eared Bat, Squirrel 
Glider, Eastern Pygmy-Possum, Little Pied Bat and the Pale-headed Snake.

• Fragmentation of even widespread populations can leave them vulnerable to climatic and 
environmental catastrophe, as has been evidenced by the 2019 -20 summer fires with regard to 
Koala populations. The Pilliga Scrub has the potential to provide chlamydia free koala populations. 
Fragmentation of this population may lead to further vulnerability through local extraneous factors, 
fire being the main one.

• The mosaic of fragmentation caused by the Narrabri Gas Project may certainly have a detrimental 
effect on the Pilliga Mouse as their biology is poorly understood. Other threatened species do not 
cope well with disturbance and use the Pilliga Scrub as an ecological refuge, they also have the 
potential to be placed under severe pressure.

Water 

• The requirement to preserve all aquifers is of paramount importance to all aspects of Australian
life. Any reduction in ground water levels or contamination will have severe and potentially
irreparable consequences.

• Extremely large volumes of water will be drawn from the Great Artesian Basin, the overall effects
are unknown.

Cultural Significance 

• The Pilliga Scrub has important cultural significance to the Gamilaroi people.
• I spoke to a couple of friends of mine (Narrabri and Wee Waa local indigenous) regarding cultural

sites of significance within the Scrub. I asked if there were many cultural sites in the scrub, the
general reply was ‘heaps’. I then asked if there were any really significant ones, the reply was ‘yes,
some extremely important ones’, and they elaborated as much as they could, indicating that there
was interrelationships between the sites.

• It is difficult to articulate the holistic nature of the cultural significance of this area, however, my
understanding is that the entire physical landscape and also specific areas or elements, of the Pilliga
Scrub are integral to the stories and therefore the cultural landscape of both men and women of
the Gamilaroi nation.

• The Pilliga Scrub is large, and as a whole, presents a full cultural landscape for the surrounding
indigenous populations. Most of these have been lost in NSW.


