
Dear Independent Planning Commission,


This is my submission on the Narrabri Gas Project to point out important aspects of this project 
that I believe need to be raised.


I am opposed to the project due to the high probability of negative impacts it will have in the 
Pilliga and the Great Artesian Basin. The significant impacts would cover environmental, heritage, 
social and economic impacts.


You can include my submission and my name on your website.


I am a photographer living in the Lower Hunter Valley area of New South Wales. As such, I spend 
a large proportion of my professional time in nature and that is one of the many reasons I have 
been following this project. With the challenges of the devastating fires of 2019/2020 and now the 
consequences of the Covid pandemic, we need to make sure we still take this opportunity to 
guide us in making the decision that will serve all Australian people and the we protect our fragile 
ecosystems found in the Pillaga region.


The Pillaga is the largest temperate woodland in NSW, for that reason alone, the proposal of 
Santas clearing 100’s of hectares from the Pillaga would have a critical impact on endangered 
wildlife such as the Regent Honeyeater, the koalas and Pillaga mouse, just to name a few. We 
need to listen to the science that disputes the go-ahead for this project. Modelling supplied by 
Santos is no longer accurate and needs to be evaluated as such.


My key objections are based on the gamble with are playing with the Great Artesian Basin. 
Australia is the driest continent on earth and we are just recovering from a multi year severe 
drought event. We cannot afford to have the Great Artesian Basin contaminated by CSG drilling. 

22% of Australian landmass overlies the Great Artesian Basin , Australia’s most valuable resource 
is our water.


While this project is deemed “critical for energy reliability and security” we do not have a gas 
shortage in NSW. I also point out that the Narrabri Gas Project will have some of the highest 
production costs in the country, therefore, it is highly unlikely that this project will put any 
downward pressure on gas prices. 


Australia is poised to be a world leader in renewable energy supply and exporter of renewable 
energy technology.  Let us not get distracted by short to medium term benefits of a gas project 
when renewable energy can bring even more jobs to regional Australia.


The communities in the Pilliga rely on a fragile environment completely dependant on ground 
water for survival. The ”gold” resource of water utilises the tree root system in the forest that 
brings the water to the surface. There is still no adequate plan to safely and responsibly dispose 
of salt waste from the project. We don’t need to salt waste to leach from landfill and contaminate 
groundwater, which would again have a devastating effect on farmlands and the ecosystem. 


96% of the community including the Gamilaroi First Nations people are opposed to this project.  
Here again, a major reason to not go ahead with this potentially catastrophic project to the land, 
the environment and the local communities.


Due to the reasons above I am strongly opposed to the Narrabri Gas Project. 

I put my trust in this Independent Planning Commission and I thank you for the opportunity to put 
my comment forward.


I look forward to hear from you in regards to this submission.


Kind Regards,

Mr Andre Joanisse

NSW Australia



