
I live in Dubbo and visit the Pilliga for bushwalking and hanging out in a beautiful forest. I also know 

many people who live in the Narrabri area, and they are opposed to this project because of the 

impact it will have on their community and environment.  

I also work and paddle on many rivers in the Murray Darling Basin, and the link between rivers and 

groundwater is so important, as is the link between the condition of the landscape and water in our 

rivers.  

I object to the Narrabri Gas Project because: 

 

• Approximately 1000 ha of Pilliga forest will be cleared. The Pilliga is the biggest remaining 

forest in Western NSW. 35 threatened animal species have been found in the area, including 

koalas, pygmy possums and the Pilliga mouse. 10 threatened plant species have been found 

in the area. 

• 90 Gomeroi Aboriginal sites have been identified by Santos in the area. This includes burial 

sites, hearths and rock shelters. Whilst Santos says they will avoid these sites, this is only 

based on previous work, and no detailed new surveys for Aboriginal cultural heritage have 

taken place.  

• 37.5 billion litres of water would be taken from beneath the Pilliga, which is the southern 

recharge of the Great Artesian Basin. Landholders that rely on the GAB and local 

groundwater are strongly opposed to the project. 

• The treatment of this water will produce up to 840 000 tonnes of solid salt, with heavy 

metals through it, and Santos has no disposal plan for this.  

• The majority of locals are against the project. In addition to water, housing affordability is a 

key concern. 

• The greenhouse gases emitted – estimated at 5 million tonnes a year - would see Australia 

greenhouse gas emissions increase by nearly 1% per year from this one gasfield alone. 


