
I object to the Narrabri Gas Fields. 

Santos must not be given approval to develop up to 850 new coal seam wells across the Pilliga 

region near Narrabri. 

The potential damage from this venture to the quality and quantity of groundwater in this region is 

totally unacceptable. 

 The viability of Australian farm land must not be threatened. Australia has too little productive 

agricultural land to be degraded by pollution and have  its water supply decimated.  Unreliable water 

access has been starkly demonstrated in the recent drought. Indeed some agricultural producers are 

still suffering inadequate water supply due to the ongoing drought. 

The Murray-Darling river system, which is intimately connected with the Great Artesian Basin, is 

fragile and near collapse. Historically high fish kills, poisoned water due to blue-green algal blooms 

and parched river beds are testament to the shocking state of our inland water network. Gas 

extraction practices, both Conventional and Fracking, release fugitive gases laced with toxic 

chemicals and salts.  Contamination can occur between pristine aquifers below ground and cause 

poisoning of above ground runoff, creeks and rivers. Australian farmers cannot afford the extraction 

of 37.5 billion litres of groundwater that this project needs. As well as destroying the livelihoods of 

farmers this massive gas extraction project impacts on our food security, destroys local communities 

who rely on the water, and seriously degrades regional environments. In short…the rivers are killed, 

the environment is killed and towns are killed. 

I believe our Federal and NSW State Governments should be investing  and promoting, as a matter 

of urgency, the roll-out of energy from renewable resources. Tax payers’ money should be directed 

into Research and Development of alternative energy sources such as Hydrogen, Wave power, solar 

and wind, not gas infrastructure which will be rusting and redundant in 20 years. 

I am horrified to think the Narrabri gas field’s project is being considered when we know of the 

negative impact of gas extraction on natural resources such as soil, air and water. Fossil fuel based 

extraction and use totally ignores the science of Climate Change. A cohort of powerful fossil fuel  

lobbyists are pushing both our Federal and state governments. They are effectively taking control 

and determining  our future………less food produced within Australia (i.e. more reliance on food 

imports), fewer sustainable jobs, fracturing of regional  communities and destruction of natural 

ecosystems. 

The “National Party” is condoning the annihilation of its own Farming Community in favour of the 

Big Miners. The Liberal Government obstinately and irresponsibly refuses to support the science 

around Climate Change and bows down to the Fossil Fuel industry.  The fringe radicals of “The 

Shooters, Fishers and Farmers” are filling the breach. Best of a bad bunch in the eyes of gutted 

farmers. 

I, and many other Australians have had enough of the Federal and NSW Coalition Governments’ 

ignorance and arrogance and are saying  “NO!” to Narrabri Gas fields. 


