
The Pilliga Forest is crucial for biodiversity which is endangered by this development. Woodland of 

this type was once widespread in Eastern Australia. We are now left with remnants. This forest is the 

largest remaining remanent. It is a vital refuge for numerous species of Australian plants, animals 

and birds, many of which are endangered. Once lost they cannot be replaced.  

As human beings we have developed the power to radically transform our natural environment. 

Surely this brings with it responsibilities to the creatures that we share this planet with; and to the 

vegetation on which they depend. How will future generations judge us if we fatally undermined 

what remains? 

This greedy exploitation for short term profit is unnecessary. Other energy sources are available and 

are increasingly becoming cheaper than fossil fuels. Moreover, these alternatives are sustainable in 

the long term. Gas extraction is not.  The science surrounding the heating of the planet is now so 

well researched that surely no one who has taken a balanced look at the evidence can deny it. The 

energy companies want to use their existing technologies to make a profit. Whilst there is nothing 

wrong with businesses making a profit, surely it is incumbent on governments to ensure that they do 

not do so in such a way that endangers the survival of our fellow species and the ecological balance 

of the planet on which human societies themselves depend for their long term health.  

If we cannot save ecosystems such as the Pilliga from development, what can we save? Where do 

we draw the line on development and habitat and species destruction, if not here?  

Each new development is justified on the grounds that it is a small development doing only modest 

damage but once breached, a protected area can be breached again and again, using the same 

argument until it is gone. The natural world is being transformed by one small bite at a time. Each 

small bite is usually justified by saying that it is doing little damage but gradually many small bites 

consume the whole. Once you have cut the cake, it is tempting to eventually consume the lot. 
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