As a concerned citizen and grandparent, I feel compelled to make this submission on the Narrabri Gas Project (NGP). 

I strongly object to this development proposal due to significant and unacceptable environmental, heritage, social and economic impacts. It is unfathomable that this project has been allowed to progress substantially in the face of the huge public outcry about the dangers. The Independent Planning Commission must be cognisant of omissions, misrepresentations and the corrupting influence of vested interests from the gas industry. 

The NGP has proceeded in total disrespect of the original Gamilaraay people of the Pilliga region. Their culture, knowledge and understanding must not be dismissed. For this reason it is the lawful duty of the IPC to put a stop to this project herewith. 

The unnecessary destruction of thousands of hectares of forest, woodlands and farmlands, at this time of global mass extinction is unconscionable. The unique wildlife that will be lost, will be lost forever. 

Where is Santos' plan for the disposal of the 840,000 tonnes of salt laced with heavy metals that will be produced in extracting coal seam gas? Will the salt simply be held in ponds that will wash over the country in times of flood? 

How will the farmers of the region be compensated for the loss and depressurisation of their groundwater bores? The huge  amount of very old and precious water that would be taken from the Great Artesian Basin Recharge Zone will not be renewed for thousands of years according to the CSIRO. The IPC must consider the CSIRO report.

Methane emissions escape at every step of the LNG extraction and production process, therefore any development of the gas industry is in contradiction to government commitments to the Paris emissions reduction targets. The entire global population will suffer from the impacts of worsening climate change. For this important reason the NGP should not be approved. 

The IPC should consider that there is a glut of export gas and predictions say there is no long-term future for the gas industry. It is disastrous and unnecessary to continue this destructive plan for gas expansion when it is most likely to become a stranded asset for the taxpayer to pick up the bill and rehabilitate the contaminated water, the poisoned land, the polluted air and the ugly infrastructure. Undoubtedly it is a toxic industry and economically it does not stack up, despite contrary claims from Santos.

It is not surprising that locals are 97% against the approval of this project. It will have tremendous impacts on the community, greatly disrupting their livelihoods, as seen in Chinchilla, Qld. The loss of jobs and production in agriculture will outweigh any employment gain predicted by Santos. The communities concerns about water, their health, jobs, and more, are very real and must not be ignored.

With the changing climate, we are under threat of extreme temperatures, catastrophic bushfires, severe droughts and floods. Now is not the time to approve this climate-wrecking project. Clearly our governments have failed in their duty to serve the people, wheeling and dealing with the gas lobby groups behind closed doors. It is the responsibility of the IPC to protect the lives and livelihoods of all stakeholders including the local farming community.

The recommendations of the NSW Chief Scientist have not been fully implemented  by the gas  industry, and will not be, as long as they can get away with it. They cannot be trusted.  

By cancelling the NGP the opportunity is then created for government and Planning to focus on developing more sustainable and ethical projects such as solar and wind energy where many more jobs would be created than in the gas industry.

The Narrabri Gas Project must be rejected. The risks to the environment and community are unacceptable. Our NSW government has greatly betrayed its constituents in recommending approval and leaves us wondering about their integrity. Our democratic process is now relying on the IPC to remain independent and objectively consider the risks and hazards to people and planet.
Please do the right thing and reject this application from Santos for the NGP. The world that my grandchildren will inherit is at stake.

