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SUBMISSION TO 
THE INDEPENDENT PLANNING COMMISSION OF NSW 

REGARDING  
NARRABRI GAS PROJECT 

 
 

The Independent Planning Commission should reject Santos’ plan for its Narrabri 
gas project on environmental, community and public policy grounds 

This submission briefly addresses each of these grounds below. 

Environmental  

It would be damaging to the local and global environments to allow Santos (or any 
other company) to drill any of its planned 850 coal seam gas (CSG) wells through the 
recharge zone of the Great Artesian Basin in the precious Pilliga forest.  

At a local level, this project will put at risk drought-affected farms, bulldoze forest 
and allow Santos to drain 37 billion litres of precious groundwater.  

This will have a highly detrimental effect on the local environment.  

The drilling and extraction of CSG from wells and its transportation results in the 
leakage of methane, which is at least 34 times stronger than carbon dioxide at 
trapping atmospheric heat, the leading cause of climate change. 

The project would also release into the atmosphere over time millions of tonnes of 
methane, a highly damaging greenhouse gas, which is a major contributor to climate 
change. The Commission should ask to be informed by Santos of its best estimate of 
the volume (and its high and low range estimates of the volume) of methane the 
Company and its independent experts have calculated would be generated by the 
project over its life and how much of that is likely to escape to the atmosphere. 

As the Commission well understands, climate change adversely impacts global 
weather patterns and exacerbates local weather events. 

At a global level, this project would have a negative impact upon the broader 
environment, as it adds to the aggregate adverse impact which human activities are 
having on the global environment.  

This broader impact needs to be assessed, as scientists and environmental experts 
have estimated that human activities have already killed about half the world’s coral 
reefs, cleared half the world’s tropical forests, polluted its oceans, shrunk the Arctic 
and Antarctic summer ice, and exacerbated the severity of droughts, heatwaves, fires, 
floods and storms.   
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This project will add to the destruction of forests and farmlands for a fossil fuel 
resource that threatens our global climate. In this way,  

the Narrabri project will only add to global environmental destruction. 

Community 

It has been reliably reported that 97% of the local community affected by this 
proposed project have already said NO to Pilliga CSG and tens of thousands of 
Australians have already voiced their concerns about this project with a record 
breaking 22,700 formal objections in 2017.  

It is important to the integrity and credibility of the Commission that it 
acknowledges and responds to the community’s opposition to this project. The 
Commission has an opportunity to demonstrate that Australians want to keep CSG in 
the ground, they want a future based upon clean and abundant energy sources (such 
as solar, wind, wave, tidal and a host of others) in order to protect the natural 
environment we all love.  

I think this submission reflects the concerns of thousands of people who are saying 
NO to Pilliga CSG. Part of the community opposition is driven by their concern to 
preserve community health and safety.  

After the recent bushfires and during the pandemic, we cannot afford to destroy any 
local long-term agricultural jobs or the farmland used to grow food for millions of 
Australians. 

Food security is a major global issue and our country can ill afford to undermine the 
productivity of the Pilliga by extracting and polluting so much precious water, which 
would otherwise be available for farming. 

Public policy 

“We depend upon the natural world for every mouthful of food we eat and every 
lungful of air we breathe”: David Attenborough. 

After decades of ignoring Mother Nature, we find ourselves in Australia suffering 
from dust storms, fires and a virus pandemic, all within the last 12 months. 

How loudly does Mother Nature have to scream before Santos and other mining 
companies adopt a new path towards more environmentally friendly energy sources? 

Isn’t it plain to see: soaring temperatures, droughts, dying rivers, disappearing 
wetlands, bushfires, choking smoke, warming oceans, bleaching coral reefs, melting 
icecaps, rising sea levels, putrefying air, unstable and extreme weather events. 
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It is contrary to public policy to ignore climate change or to support projects which 
have an adverse impact upon our environment, particularly during the current 
national health emergency and in the face of widespread opposition to an online 
“public” hearing into the Narrabri gas project.  

Conclusion 

The Commission should have no hesitation to reject all approvals for Santos’ Pilliga 
CSG project. 

17 June 2020 

 
 


