
I am a long-term resident of Wangi Wangi, quite close to the unlined ash dam at Eraring. 

I object strongly to the expansion of the ash dam at Eraring, for the following reasons:

1. Pollution of the water
Since the power station has been operating, I have been aware that metals like selenium and 
cadmium have flowed from the power station to the lake, so that people have been advised not to 
eat fish or crabs caught in the lake, or at least to do so sparingly.

The plan is to put some of the ash in the old Awaba mine, which already has at least one sinkhole. 
There is the risk that metals could leach into groundwater and find its way into local waterways, 
such as Dora Creek. That can only exacerbate the problem of toxic pollution of the lake.

2. Air pollution
I have also been aware of ash blowing our way from the ash dam. This is a threat to the health of 
local residents. Since the population of Lake Macquarie is steadily increasing, this means more 
people each year are placed at risk. An enlarged ash dam could only make this situation more risky.

3. Failure to reuse the ash
The ash continues to build up. Origin Energy is supposed to re-use at least 80% of the ash, but only 
reuses 30%. Instead of expanding the dam, urgent and strenuous efforts should be made to relocate 
the ash by re-using it.

4. The dire warnings from Origin Energy
Myuna Bay Sport and Recreation centre was suddenly closed, when it was announced that, in the 
case of an earthquake, anyone staying at the centre was at risk of ash from the dam engulfing them. 

There has been a lot of public anger about this closure that happened during an election interim 
period. Conspiracy theories circulate locally, and still we are given no sensible answers and no 
information about if, or when, the Centre will re-open. To us outraged locals, it feels like piling 
insult upon insult to blithely call for this "Oh-so-dangerous-in-the-case-of-an-earthquake" ash dam 
to be expanded. We wonder if Origin Energy and the state authorities believe us to be fools, and our
opinions irrelevant to the process.

At the very least we need a public meeting to air our concerns and to have detailed and honest 
answers about what is going on.

So, I recommend:
1. the calling of a local public meeting at which representatives of Origin Energy, the government 
and the EPA hear the questions and views of local people, and provide honest information.

2. the delay of any plan to expand the ash dam until question of hazard and risk have been 
respolved.

3. no further action on the ash dam until Myuna Bay Sport and Recreation centre is re-opened.


