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To the IPC Panel       

 
 
I would like to write this letter of support for the Rixs Creek Mod 10. 
 
I am 60 years old and have been employed in the Hunter Valleys mining industry since 1981.  
In 1986 I gained my Open Cut Examiners Certificate and have been working in this role 
(Mining Supervisor), at many Hunter Valley sites including Benwerrin Mining, Warkworth 
Mining, Ulan Coal, Drayton Coal, Ravensworth mine, Mt Arthur mine. 
 
For the past 4 ½ years I have been working at the Rixs Creek mine as an Open Cut Examiner 
(mining supervisor), initially on night shift, but for the past 3 years on day shift. 
I was involved on the ground some 4 ½ years ago whilst on night shift, doing my part in 
assisting developing the companies noise monitoring program, which was unique to the 
area at the time.  
 
The working experience at the Rixs Creek mine is very unique to the Hunter Valley mining 
industry. It was said regularly that people who gained employment at the Rixs Creek mine, 
were said to have won the lottery. This was due to the trust, morals, commitment and work 
ethic that the company shared with the work force.  
The company has a philosophy that they walk the talk, and do the right things in such a way 
which will always show that they mean and do what they say they will do responsibly. 
The company is a relatively small private Australian mining company, but this is indeed one 
of its greatest assets, as each employee is able to give and receive feedback to the mining 
management directly.  
The Bloomfield Group company employs approximately 500 employees, of which 
approximately 230 to 250 or so of these are directly employed at the Rixs Creek mine. 
 
I believe that the company has an extremely good record with its environmental standards 
as well as working with the local community and the government regulators. 
I have nothing but praise, honor and pride in saying that I work for this company.  
I believe that they are the most trustworthy people to work with. 
 
In closing I believe that the Mod 10 extension should be granted due to the companies high 
standards which they adhere to on a daily basis. 
 
This should then hopefully give your panel sufficient time to review and hopefully 
recommend the mines 21 year mine extension which I understand is before you shortly. 
 
I would welcome any opportunity to discuss or elaborate any information relating to the 
company and its standards should you wish to contact me. 
 
Kind Regards 
David Balcombe 




