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I object to these modifications for the following reasons: 

1. Climate Change - To achieve the Paris accord target of limiting global warming to 1.5-2.0 degrees C, a 

rapid and deep reduction in CO2 emissions must occur. To delay reduction in emissions, is to put us at 

risk of an emission reduction descent that is neither technologically or economically feasible. To 

achieve the temperature target climate scientists advise that most of the world's existing fossil fuel 

reserves must be left in the ground, unburned. No new fossil fuel resources or extensions to existing 

developments can be implemented. Reference:  

https://www.ipcn.nsw.gov.au/resources/pac/media/files/pac/projects/2019/02/moolarben-coal-

mine-stage-1-and-2-modifications/written-comments-and-presentations-received-at-public-

meeting/rosemary-hadaway/190326 will steffen moolarben-coal-mine-modifications.pdf The recent 

Rocky Hill judgement acknowledged this urgency. The Rocky Hill mine was less than 1mtpa: the 

Moolarben Modifications seek to increase production limits by 3 mtpa. Reference: 

https://www.ipcn.nsw.gov.au/resources/pac/media/files/pac/projects/2019/02/moolarben-coal-

mine-stage-1-and-2-modifications/written-comments-and-presentations-received-at-public-

meeting/rosemary-hadaway/gloucester-resources-limited-v-minister-for-planning--nsw-caselaw.pdf 

To allow this Modification would be irresponsible.  

2. Water - The current groundwater modelling at Moolarben must be independently reviewed. The 

modelling for this site has been flawed and questionable from the beginning. Reference: 

https://www.ipcn.nsw.gov.au/resources/pac/media/files/pac/projects/2019/02/moolarben-coal-

mine-stage-1-and-2-modifications/written-comments-and-presentations-received-at-public-

meeting/julia-imrie/05 0117 moolarbencoal ihap report.pdf This has resulted in the Goulburn River 

being highly impacted with high salt levels and low flows. The mine impact is untenable. An increase in 

mine production cannot be allowed. 

3. Biodiversity, Eco-systems, Heritage - The impacts of this mine on biodiversity are significant. The 

biodiversity offset system doesn't work, because natural landforms, vegetation communities, water 

and micro-climate patterns can never be replicated. The significance of Aboriginal sites, The Drip and 

the Goulburn River National Park are not given adequate or appropriate value by the proponent. 

Reference: 

https://majorprojects.accelo.com/public/195282ac9018c348642f1b85faa66123/Moolarben%20Open

%20Cut%20Optimisation%20Modification %20Response%20to%20Submissions.pdf 

4. Noise, Dust, Health, Transport - It is disingenuous for the proponent to suggest that all is well in regard 

to these issues simply because the measurements of components comply with relevant regulations. 

There is an arrogant disregard for the social and personal impacts of these issues. Reference: 

https://majorprojects.accelo.com/public/195282ac9018c348642f1b85faa66123/Moolarben%20Open

%20Cut%20Optimisation%20Modification %20Response%20to%20Submissions.pdf The cumulative 

impacts are too great.  

Conclusion:  

• I urge you to refuse the Moolarben Coal Mine Modifications.  

• I urge you to reassess UG4 and overturn its approval. 




