
Dear Commissioners 
 
I am writing to object against the proposed Dartbrook Underground Mine Modification. 
 
I realise that the Dartbrook Underground Mine has operated in the past, but the difference 
is now we understand the risks. When this mine was originally approved in 1990 there was a 
lack of awareness of the issues with flooding, gas and spontaneous combustion which would 
ultimately cause this mine to be mothballed in 2006. 
 
There was also a lack of awareness at that time of the cumulative impacts this industry 
would have on the environment, community and other industries of the Upper Hunter. In 
Muswellbrook, what was once an idyllic rural setting has become industrialised, air quality 
incidents are common and it is clear that for many residents this is impacting their sense of 
wellbeing and potentially their physical health. We don’t want the same outcome for 
Aberdeen or the rest of the Upper Hunter, where there is still an opportunity to preserve a 
relatively intact environment and for other industries such as farming to remain viable. 
 
The Dept of Planning and Environment has recommended that you approve this mine on 
the basis of job creation and the social benefit created by payments to Council – but a mere 
76 local jobs and an agreement that pays $100,000 hardly seems very substantial against a 
total income of around $55M for UHSC in 2017/18, certainly not in comparison to the risks 
and impacts of this mine.  
 
Furthermore, this proponent has made it clear that it wants to develop an open cut mine at 
this site. If that is its real intention then it should be lodging an application on that basis – 
not attempting to establish a foothold, to employ staff, to start spending money in the area 
and to then claim to be surprised by issues with gas, water and spontaneous combustion 
and to seek permission to go open cut. 
 
Overall I see far too many risks and too much uncertainty in this proposal to warrant its 
approval for what is realistically a very small amount of coal. 
 
Please reject this application. 
 
 
 


