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RE: Hume Coal Project SSD 7172 & Berrima Rail Project SSD 7171 

I wish to register a strong objection to the proposed mine in the Southern Highlands. At this stage in 

the review it is clear that the ‘precautionary principle’ must be invoked as the project cannot be 

considered an ecologically sustainable development – indeed unsustainable in all aspects. 

In essence, I believe that the project is economically unviable and unsustainable, it is environmentally 

destructive, a health hazard, a disaster for the key economic drivers of the Highlands (health care, 

tourism, retail trade, education and training, accommodation and food services, agriculture etc) and, 

socially and historically anathema to the established, and greatly envied way of life for many in the 

state of NSW and beyond. 

There are any number of outcomes from the approval of this mine that will be destructive and 

counterproductive to the fair and unrestricted enjoyment of the region. 

WATER 

Pollution of our rivers and streams – there is a serious risk of toxic mine waste water polluting 

Oldbury Creek, the Wingecarribee River and other streams, all of which end up being part of Sydney 

Water Catchment.  

Further, existing water bores, and any future bores throughout the region will be seriously 

compromised. Many landowners will be affected with some bores drawn down by up to 80 metres, 

with the impact lasting for decades.  

DUST 

Hazardous coal dust carries a long way in the windy conditions that often occur in the Highlands. 

Along with diesel emissions, dust particles are a potential threat to human health, particularly in areas 

of higher population like Sutton Forest, Berrima, Burradoo, Moss Vale and Bowral. 

PROPERTY VALUES 

Due to the potential impacts of the mine, property values have already fallen in the affected areas – 

properties which lose their water (and potentially their businesses) will be worst hit. A decision must 

be made without further delay to provide certainty to the region. 

ECONOMICS  

Hume Coal’s EIS completely ignores serious impacts on local industries, which contribute vastly more 

to the Highlands than mining ever will, should this project go ahead (see above). Loss of local jobs due 

to mining will greatly outweigh the relatively small number of jobs that Hume (dubiously) claims will 






