
HISTORY 
This area has had two coal mines in it previously, one on Black Bobs Creek which was entered at 
the back of Eccleston Park on Canyonleigh Road (the back of Comfort Hill and Cherry Tree Hill) 
and the other at Medway. 
The mine at Black Bobs Creek was abandoned when they hit an aquifer which flooded the mine and 
they could not get big enough pumps to eject the water so they left all equipment submerged down 
the mine, I don't know if there were any fatalities in this accident. The other mine at Medway also 
drained an aquifer and if you drive down Richards Lane you will see how dry and lifeless the 
country is down there, the Medway Mine was placed in “Care and Maintenance” by Boral after they 
could not profitably meet the demands of the EPA to preserve the clean drinking water for Sydney. 
Both mines damaged aquifers and both were shut down. 
The mine site at Medway will more than likely never be used again, but because the rehabilitation 
of the site will be in excess of $20,000,000 (if in fact it is possible to do so?) the mine has been 
placed in Care and Maintenance (if Boral could solve the pollution problems they would and get 
away from the site ASAP), what assurances can be given that if a Mine does go ahead at Sutton 
Forest the site will be repatriated rather than left in Care and Maintenance as Medway is today? 
 
GEOLOGY 
The coal seam is only 120 metres deep so the sandstone shelf is not very thick and very vulnerable. 
If approved the mine will extract about 3 million tonne of coal a year, with all of the other material 
coming out of the mine (rock,clay etc.) The void this will create underground will be enormous. The 
sandstone will crack extensively it just depends on where, there could also be substantial 
subsidence. The mines down the South Coast have cracked the Sandstone shelf so when it rains on 
the surface it inundates the mine with water. All this ground water will be lost and could result in 
creeks drying up and dams emptying. As I rely on creek water for my stock and home I do not want 
my creek disappearing. 
 
 WATER 
There are 90 odd bores that will be impacted, my immediate neighbour (Rosedale) who operates a 
successful farm employing many permanent and contract employees will no longer be able to use 
their Pivot irrigation system and therefore not produce the same quantities of feed for the Live 
Stock industry resulting in loss of employment and goods. 
My other neighbour is Eling Forest their bore is also impacted and this bore connects to old mine 
shafts. How will this affect their business and what will happen to the aquifer that the old shafts 
compromised. 
 
WATER USAGE/STORAGE 
The coal washery will use a lot of water as it cleans the coal, this will have to be stored somewhere 
and if the holding dams are full and we get some of these massive East Coast Lows come in, the 
dams will overflow polluting the water ways that lead to Sydney water catchment. 
All the water that will be extracted from this mine has to go somewhere and more than likely end up 
in the Sydney supply. With the method of mining that they have proposed of grinding up all the 
waste products and pumping it back into the voids, imagine the catastrophe if the water is polluted 
and then pumped out into the river. 
 
EMPLOYMENT 
The proposal talks about creating jobs, if this mine goes ahead and the landscape is drained of water 
we will end up with massive job losses, farm staff, gardeners, landscapers, architects, stonemasons, 
cleaners in fact any jobs that are currently employed in agriculture and development of properties as 
well as tourism jobs because it will not be an attractive place to visit. I can remember Muswellbrook 
back in the early 1970's and when you look at it today it is a ghost town, take a drive west and you 
see how the landscape has been de watered resulting in a waste land. I do not want to see this 



happen to the Highlands. 
The mine itself boasts that there will be 300 jobs created, I would like to understand how this is 
possible. Most mines today are becoming automated meaning the underground operations, 
conveying of coal, washery etc. could all be run remotely (maybe even from Korea?) meaning that 
there would only be a requirement for Management and  Maintenance crews locally (probably sub 
contractors from who knows where). 
 
CLIMATE CHANGE 
 
The climate is changing rapidly, our creeks have not had a steady flow in them for about 3 years, 
We had a small amount of rain in November and December last year and the creek ran for about 3 
weeks, other than that nothing, all the water that will be being pumped out of the aquifer will go 
direct to Warragamba, what sort of quality will it be? Can you be certain that the drinking water for 
Sydney will not be compromised?. 
 
PROPERTY VALUES AND FUTURE FOR HIGHLANDS 
The value of properties has already been impacted by this miners activities on and around the 
proposed mine site. I personally know of one new dwelling that has been put on hold until after a 
determination is made on the mines future before the couple will invest in the area. This will change 
the type of properties being established here and have a major impact on a changing demographic. 
This mine will impact on peoples investments and life savings and the future of the Highlands. 
We bought this property about 15 years ago and the whole family has been involved in taking it 
from a rough cow paddock to a developing beautiful property with great gardens, substantial home 
which we built ourselves and fenced well for rural pursuits as well as protecting the creek that runs 
into Sydney’s drinking water. When we bought here the license to mine had lapsed and there was no 
mention of the possibility of a coal mine being developed. Somehow the State Government 
reassigned the lease area and this saga began. Our family will be severely impacted by this 
development and we will suffer a great financial loss, we are not rich but are extremely hard 
working, we are not stupid either and would never had bought here if we knew about the proposed 
mine. 
We are still subjected to all the rules that surround a rural property but will not be able to pursue any 
rural activities if there is no water and the area is converted to an industrial wasteland. 
 
RAILWAY TRAFFIC 
There are many railway crossings where there are no overhead bridges, this will cause major 
disruption to vehicles. It especially impacts us as we have had work down Iona Road on the other 
side of the railway line and if held up has a significant financial burden to business. 
When the railway trucks are loaded there will be airborne particles released to the atmosphere (it 
does not matter what technology is used it is unavoidable), and with the heavy Westerly winds we 
experience in this district they will be sent straight to population areas.   
  
HEARTS AND MINDS 
Hume Coal have tried to buy support by sponsoring just about everything you could think of, whilst 
the folk in charge of organisations have accepted the money gladly it in no way can be interpreted 
as support for the miner. I have been told by some of these organisation leaders that you don't look a 
gift horse in the mouth, simply take the money if offered. 
The other support Hume Coal has had is with the media, it is interesting that when someone invests 
a lot of money in advertising how the rhetoric becomes positive. This has been done to divide the 
community and the catch-cry is always where are we going to get another 300 jobs from. My 
question for you is how many jobs will be lost 1000, 2000 who knows and then in 20 years (which 
is no time at all) nothing.  
 



AREAS HISTORY 
There are many historic rural homes in our area which have been preserved and improved for future 
generations. Will this continue if this mine goes ahead? On our property we have a very important 
Bridge built in 1835 it is the first non reinforced concrete bridge built in NSW, because it does not 
have any reinforcing if the the Sandstone shelf is cracked here it will be lost. I currently do what I 
can to keep drains around the bridge clear to stop erosion, and would like to think one day it is 
recognised as being an important part of our history and opened up as a monument to our 
predecessors who were involved in building the Great South Road. 
 
SUMMARY 
The proposed coal mine has the potential to destroy one of the major aquifers in NSW supplying 
Cheap Clean Drinking Water to Sydney why play Russian Roulette with this precious resource? As 
the burning of Fossil fuel is a major contributor to Climate Change surely the pollution caused by 
burning this coal must be taken into consideration, we have a responsibility to humanity. 
 


