
SUBMISSION TO REASSESS THE OVERDEVELOPMENT OF ST LEONARDS SOUTH PLAN 

 

I am a current resident of Duntroon Avenue, St Leonards disturbed by the potential 

overdevelopment of my area.  I understand we live in a booming city and every suburb needs to 

accept a share of the population growth.  I have no issue with this but we can accommodate our 

quota without imposing high density residential development alongside low density residential 

areas.  We can plan smarter than this.  The current residents should not have to see their quality of 

life negatively impacted by new development which is totally out of character with their 

neighbourhood.  This overdevelopment does not offer the new residents the lifestyle they deserve 

either. No residents benefit from overdevelopment.  Not current.  Not future.   

 

Our roads are already clogged.  Our buses are already so full that we cannot always board during 

peak hours.  Our trains are struggling to close their doors once all the passengers board.  There has 

simply not been enough forward planning to accommodate the influx that over 2000 new residences 

will bring.  We could realistically see another 5000 people trying to access our roads and public 

transport system on any given day. In addition to the transport issues we have in trying to leave and 

return to our homes, we have parking issues.  There is already a chronic shortage of parking 

available for residents.  This area is busy with many visitors to the various medical practices we have 

in our area.  Indeed we are lucky to have these facilities so available to us but we pay the price.  We 

cannot park near our own homes.  This will only get worse with such large scale development and 

the accompanying cars this will bring to the streets as residents move in.  These problems need 

addressed before development begins not after.   

 

There is also insufficient land earmarked as open space for all these new residents.  We currently 

have Newland Park.  It is a lovely park but it is not sufficiently large enough for anything more than 

family picnics and small groups to gather and it is in shade for a large part of the day. If it is 

completely surrounded by high rise buildings it will have even less sun and lose much of its appeal. 

Access to sunshine is essential for our health.   There will be hundreds if not thousands more 

children living in our area in apartments.   They need to have space to get outside and run about and 

exercise.  Some people will also have dogs.  They too need to be walked and have a space to run and 

play.  One new park is being proposed between Berry Road and Park Road.  There needs to be more.   

 

I am also concerned by the loss of many of our mature trees that will be removed in order to make 

way for such large scale development.  The Department of Planning standard is 2.83ha/1000 people 

in new large scale developments.  We deserve to meet or preferably exceed this minimum standard.  

 

I am at a loss to understand which schools all these new children will attend.  It is a nonsense to 

include selective schools such as North Sydney Boys and North Sydney Girls High Schools in the 

count.  They are populated by children from all over Sydney.  Our local children are not guaranteed a 

place in these schools.  The schools in nearby local areas are also full.  Where will our children be 

educated?  This is such a basic necessity that has not been given sufficient consideration.   

 

The NSW Department of Planning limits such tall buildings to the highway.  St Leonards South should 

also be subject to this limitation.  The current plan for buildings from 8 storeys to towers as high as 

19 storeys alongside low and medium density residential areas is unacceptable.  It will be an eye 

sore and create an unworkable demand for our local resources.  Far more forward planning, 

consideration and public consultation is required before we destroy the ambience of our local area 

and impact the lives of those living peacefully and happily in our area. We are not against 



development but it needs to be sympathetic development and we need to be confident that we can 

provide all current and future residents with at least the same standard of living we currently enjoy.     

 

Your sincerely, 

 

Jill Carr 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




