
Dear Commissioners,  

I am writing in support of the permanent approval of North Byron Parklands 
Cultural Events Site Project SSD 8129 and MP 09 0028 MOD 3.  

My recommendation for the proposal is as a permanent resident of 
Mullumbimby for nearly 20 years, as a Parent, as an active community member 
and, as the community manager for North Byron Parklands. 

As a resident, I have witnessed the festivals giving great support to the 
community by providing much needed employment opportunities in the area, 
support to local schooling and sporting programs and, much needed funding to 
other community groups within the region. 

Full time employment in the region is difficult to achieve; many residents in the 
Byron Shire relay on several part time jobs as a way of making a living (I am one 
of those people). The events held at Parkland provided a good block of part time 
work for many across the shire and, because of the influx of festival patrons, 
extra shifts for workers in hospitality, retail, suppliers etc. are abundant at event 
times. 

Through partnerships with schools in the area; events held at North Byron 
Parklands provide opportunities to the youths interested in working in the music 
industry and, help with developing skillsets. Students can experience first hand 
the processes involved in putting together a world-class event.  
These opportunities, I believe, are usually unavailable in rural areas. 

As community manager for North Byron Parklands, in which I come on board 
four weeks prior to an event and up to two weeks after, I get to meet and speak 
to a very wide representation of the community. 

The weeks prior to the very first event held at Parklands; I was greeted with a 
great amount of mistrust, anger and general negativity by a majority of residents 
living close to the event site and, in the wider community in general.  

The first 2 to 3 years as community manager were indeed difficult. I was 
personally judged strongly in the negative and publically insulted on many 
occasions for my involvement with NBP. 

Through the years of meeting and listening with residents, I have been able to 
identify impacts on community and, areas of sensitivity of particular residents.  
I feel that the management have valued my information and observations from 
these meetings and changes have been made to better the community 
experience of having a major festival in their back yard. 

The owners of North Byron Parklands and the event orgainisers have presented 
to me a real interest in being a good neighbour to the local residents. 



Moving forward to community today. I personally experience a greater level of 
positivity toward events held at NBP by both immediate neighbours and wider 
community. 

I now personally receive positive well wishing comments for a successful event 
by a many immediate neighbours. Why the change in attitude? 

This change in community attitude toward the events held at NBP I believe, has 
been achieved by the constant commitment and effort of North Byron Parklands 
staff, the organisers and, the teams employed by the events to minimize the 
impact on the local residents.  

There is a great level of “duty of care” in place from all involved in the creation of 
these professional world-class cultural event in my experience.  
The “duty of care” culture, that cares for the safety of patrons, that cares about 
community, that cares about youth, that cares about environmental education, 
that cares... 

So in summing up. 

I believe that cultural events, festivals and gatherings, held at North Byron 
Parkland are and will be defining moments in a great many people’s lives. I 
believe that the sense of community and belonging that is experienced by a 
great many patrons, both young and older, is vital for health and wellbeing. I 
believe that the economic, social and cultural benefits of these events far out 
way the perceived negatives. 

I would like to assert, as a respected and valued member of the local community, 
for going on 20 years, and I totally endorse and support the permanent approval 
of North Byron Parklands Cultural Events Site Project SSD 8129 and MP 09 
0028 MOD 3 in it’s entirety. 

Kind Regards 

Neil Johnson 

 

 

 


