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To whom it may Concern 

My name is Garry Ashford, I live and have lived at , Culburra Beach for the past 29 years.  I came to the 

Shoalhaven on behalf of my UK parent Company as CEO and Managing Director to purchase a small Business which 

had significant technological benefits for the Underground and Open Cut Mines Internationally.  

My wife and I after a short time purchased a block of land and built a family home which we still reside in today.  During 

the last 29 years we have had two children, girls, who are now 24 and 23 years of age.  Jasmin the older of the two is 

completing the construction of a home where her fiancé and she will live, with the intent to be permanent.  Bree our 

second daughter is currently trying to purchase a home in Culburra Beach as she and her partner also wish to reside 

and have their children in Culburra Beach. 

Over the years our family have been active members of the Culburra Beach Surf Life Saving Club together with other 

associations which have provided a very active social life.  

When we initially arrived in Culburra Beach my family, including two older children (at the time they were 11 and 13) 

from a previous marriage spent significant hours swimming, fishing, sailing and picnicking in and around Lake 

Wollumboola. It was a pristine piece of waterway at that time which regularly opened to the ocean to cleans the 

contained water.  Unfortunately, over the years through continual environmentalist actions the Lake has now become 

a perched lake, one which suffers from stagnated water, sea grass rot producing a rank sulphur dioxide odour every 

time a Southerly wind blows.  The lake from time to time is riddled with sea lice and bird lice.  The proposed water 

“run-off” containment systems from either development spoken to on Tuesday 24th July would only improve the lake 

water quality as it will be monitored and treated and then reused on those developments.   

Some of the submissions which I sat through were incorrect on many counts but also had the “I/we feel that”, the 

“I/we believe that”, and personal rhetoric which could be read into any controls in the negative for any development 

control application.  The environmental lobby (Lake Wollumboola Protection Association, (WPA)) have organised 

things of their own volition on several occasions without regard to the majority of Culburra Beach residents and in so 

doing have done damage.  One instance was the sand bagging of the sand spit in front of Wollumboola supposedly 

protecting the nesting of the Little Terns, that year all the nests were destroyed, and birds drowned as the sand bagging 

became a dam.  The continual suggestion of the endangered species of fauna and flora is also questionable as at one 

meeting of the Golf Club development submission the meeting had an environmental scientist attend, following the 

claims by the WPA an offer to accompany them to these locations the following morning to view the threatened 

species, result by the WPA, a no show. 

Culburra Beach was once a much more vibrant town but is now lacklustre.  The ability of the younger generation to 

live in Culburra Beach/Orient Point is becoming very difficult with the movement of Sydney persons either retiring or 

holiday purchasing pushing up house prices. The is a significant younger generation who want to live and work in this 

area.  My children have committed to the town as there are many young people in Culburra/Orient Point who have 

set up home, many ready to have children. 

Development of both the Long Bow Golf Course and the West Culburra precinct are necessary for the continued 

growth and provision of facilities into the future.  Please consider well the positives of these developments. 

Another comment I wish to make is that it was totally unfair and discriminatory to hold the meetings between 1030 

and 1700 on a Tuesday when the vast majority of young and working people would not be able attend.  As seen at the 

meeting those in attendance were retired and those business persons (whom still have a business) from the Culburra 

Beach area. 

These developments will ensure the young and the children of the young who are the future will be able to enjoy a 

lifestyle offered by this wonderful location.  A right which I am sure you must agree.                   




