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14th February 2018 
 

Planning Assessment Commission 
 

United Wambo Open Cut Coal Mine Project 
  

Submission of Objection 
 

Hunter Environment Lobby Inc.(HEL) is a regional community-based environmental 
organization that has been active for well over 25 years on the issues of environmental 
degradation, species and habitat loss, and climate change. 
 
In September 2016 HEL strongly objected to the proposal to develop the United Wambo 
Open Cut Coal Mine Project and stated then that it is a very poorly considered 
development. It has been very poorly assessed for environmental, social and economic 
impacts and particularly for cumulative impacts. 
 
Of particular concern was the poor assessment of biodiversity and water impacts.  
 
The lack of rigorous assessment of the cumulative impacts of large scale open cut 
mining operations particulary on the environment, water and population health in the 
Hunter is a key failure of the NSW planning and approvals process. 
 
Hunter Environment Lobby provided expert technical reviews of the assessment of 
biodiversity and water impacts with our initial submission which we understand have 
been forwarded to the Planning Assessment Commission (PAC). 
 
The expert technical advice from our consultants was comprehensive, and we consider 
that many of the key issues raised have not been adequately addressed in the 
Department of Planning and Environment Preliminary Assessment Report. 
 
We have commissioned three further expert reviews of the biodiversity, water and air 
quality assessment. These are attached with this submission as: 
 
1# Technical report on biodiversity assessment and inadequacy of proposed biodiversity 
offsets 
2# Technical report on groundwater impact assesment including water quality 
3# Technical report on air quality assessment 
 
We trust that Commissioners will review these reports and take into consideration our 
key objections to this new large scale open cut mining proposal in an area of the Hunter 
that is already significantly impacted by coal mining operations. 
 
Hunter Environment Lobby is of the opinion that the application should be rejected.   
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Key issues are:  
  
1. The impact on Critically Endangered Ecological Communities and fauna species 
threatened with extinction. There are no adequate ‘like-for-like’ offsets  
 
2. Permanent loss of base flows to Wollombi Brook and the Hunter River and drawdown 
of associated productive alluvial aquifers  
 
3. The retension of two large, highly saline final voids in the landscape predicted to be 
groundwater sinks in perpetuity  
 
4. Increased air pollution in an area where the high background level is already too high 
 
 
We ask that the Commissioners carefully review expert advice and consider the 
additional information that may be needed to properly understand the cumulative 
impacts of this very large new mining proposal. 
 
We are very concerned about the likely overwhelming consequences of this proposal, 
especially in an area of the Hunter Valley already suffering significant, permanent 
environmental impacts.This proposal will add exponentially to already catastrophic 
cumulative impacts for our Region. 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely Yours 
 

 
Jan Davis  
President Hunter Environment Lobby Inc. 
 




