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Presentation to Bylong PAC Hearing – 11 May 2017 - Andrew Burleigh 

Introduction: 

Good afternoon Chair, Commissioners, attendees and fellow speakers.  Thank you 

for the opportunity to speak. 

I would like to commence by acknowledging the Wiradjuri people, the traditional 

custodians of the land on which we meet today.  I pay my respects to their Elders 

past and present. 

My name is Andrew Burleigh and I am a Senior Project Manager at WorleyParsons. 

WorleyParsons is an Australian company and a leading provider of professional 

services to the global energy and resource industries. 

KEPCO appointed WorleyParsons in 2014 to manage the Bylong Coal Project on its 

behalf.  WorleyParsons is supporting KEPCO now and if the Project proceeds, will 

then manage construction activities. 

WorleyParsons as a corporation and my specific Bylong Team as a group have the 

experience to deliver best practice safety, environmental and community standards 

for the Bylong Project.  We are committed to a vision of zero harm to people and 

assets, and zero environmental incidents. 

Jobs: 

200 WorleyParsons employees have been involved in the Project.  A significant 

proportion of our full time Project workers reside in the region or will be moving to the 

region in future project phases. 

We have let nearly 60 sub-consultancy contracts and have engaged over 45 

suppliers, many being local. 

Resources and engineering industries have been heavily impacted in recent years 

due to the minerals cycle, with tens of thousands of job losses in the Australian 

mining sector.  WorleyParsons was not immune to these changes.  So, our jobs are 

valued by our workers. 

This impact has also been heavy in the local economy.  There are communities 

within the Mid-Western region which are particularly hurting at the moment.  Kandos 

is an industrial town that has been significantly impacted by the recent closure of the 

cement works and Charbon coal mine.  While project managing an upgrade to the 

Kandos works in 1989 to early 1991, I resided in Kandos.  At the time, Kandos had 

two local coal mines, a small power station, the quarry and the cement plant.  The 

town was very welcoming of the new investment and the construction team and their 

families.  I remember a local saying that she did not believe that the town had a 

future until she saw the start of construction.  Kandos and Rylstone could certainly 

use a new employment centre to aid local jobs and certainty. 
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WorleyParsons staffs a Project hotline on behalf of the Bylong Project.  We also host 

project information stalls at the local shows, receiving hundreds of visitors.  The 

primary interest is jobs. 

If approved, the Project will provide an estimated 665 full-time jobs during peak 

construction and 470 full-time jobs during the peak operational period, with an 

average direct workforce of approximately 290 full time workers. 

“Jobs” link people to family, certainty, confidence and community.  This would be a 

residential mine.  That is important. 

Investment: 

During 2015/16 financial year, the mining industry directly injected $303 million into 

the Mid-Western Local Government Area.  This was made up of $182 million in 

wages for 2,391 full-time employees and the balance to 313 local businesses, 

community contributions and payments to local government. 

This direct spending was estimated to have contributed around 37% of the Gross 

Regional Product (GRP) during that period. 

The Bylong Project will bolster that activity, with more local jobs and an increase in 

spending with local businesses.  KEPCO’s Project is a $1.3 billion investment in 

NSW and in the Mid-Western Regional Council area. 

Purpose: 

I respectfully encourage the Planning Assessment Commission to acknowledge the 

many merits of this important project, especially when considering the significant 

social and economic benefits, and to recommend the approval of KEPCO’s Bylong 

Coal Project. 


