
COMMUNITY DIVISION SCARRING THE HUNTER 
 
Mining leaving worse scars in communities than in the landscape 
 
 
Sunday, 6 September 2015.  Pat Farmer, AO of the Hunter Environment & 
Local Protection alliance said today:  “I am deeply saddened and really 
concerned about what is going on in the Hunter Valley at the moment.   
 
“Small businesses in towns of less than 2,000 people are being boycotted 
because they are simply trying to remain neutral over Anglo American’s Drayton 
South proposal.  They are finding it hard to keep going.  
 
There are people who want to speak at the public hearing of the Planning 
Assessment Commission in Denman next Thursday - an important part of our 
democratic system - and feel they cannot, because they are afraid for the 
impacts on their kids at school.  People who spoke against the mine last time will 
not do so again, though their views have not changed.  Is this right? 
 
There are men and women who won't wear work shirts down the street doing 
their daily business because of coarse comments and intimidation.   
 
Have we really come to this? 
 
The mining community is allowing a few vocal members to use social media to 
abuse their neighbours in the worst possible terms.  I am appalled that 
neighbours are attacking neighbours - over a London headquartered 
multinational mining giant.  
 
I know that Anglo American has had people flat out for the past few months 
gathering signatures in shopping centre’s all over the place.  I know that 
thousands of people are concerned for mining jobs, and with the way the coal 
price is going, they have good reason to be. 
 
I also know that many arguments Anglo has made for the mine until now have 
not been agreed with by independent experts.  People are being told to blame 
the horse studs but are they not entitled to stand up for their staff and their 
businesses?  Anglo American has a stated objective take 50,000 jobs out of its 
business in two years.  They laid off 85 people in Queensland this week - is that 
the fault of the horse studs?   
 
Forcing people to pick a side and shouting down people who don't agree with you 
is schoolyard tactics. 
 



We need a better, grown up way of approaching these matters.  
 
Nothing justifies what is going on.  It is not decent, it is not fair and it is unworthy 
of the majority of good people and good neighbours in the Hunter, miners and 
non-miners.   
 
These communities deserve better leadership from our politicians and from the 
mining companies. 
 
We don’t all have to agree, but we don’t have to go to war with each other either 
and leave scars in our communities that will last whatever the outcome of the 
planning decision, scars even worse than the visible ones in the mining 
landscape." 
	  


