


current	commitments	it	is	impossible	to	obtain	advice	in	such	a	short	period	of	
time.	
	
The	proposal	raises	key	concerns	regarding	potential	significant	conflict	with	the	
existing	residential	and	commercial	rural	uses	of	the	land	surrounding	the	
proposed	development,	and	is	likely	to	have	significant	adverse	impacts	on	the	
gateway	to	Regional	Bathurst	City,	including	significant	adverse	impact	on	the	
City’s	capacity	for	growth,	scenic	quality	and	landscape	character	and	adverse	
visual	impacts	to	neighbouring	land.	
	
We	note	that	the	Department	was	required	to	make	detailed	evaluations	of	the	
proposed	development	including	these	considerations	and	details	of	any	
mitigation	measures	proposed	to	avoid,	mitigate	and/or	offset	the	impacts	on	
land	uses	and	any	scenic	and	landscape	values	of	the	area.	The	Requirements	
also	required	detailed	consultation	with	community	groups	and	affected	
landowners	surrounding	the	proposed	development.		
	
Our	clients’	concerns,	which	were	regularly	communicated	to	the	Department	
and	the	proponent	was	that	no	meaningful	consultation	occurred	with	directly	
affected	landowners	and	impacted	residents.		
	
Our	clients	are	also	concerned	that	the	proposal	was	considered	in	the	absence	
of	a	clear	and	complete	planning	framework,	including	noting	that	draft	
amendments	to	the	SEPP	and	Large	Scale	Solar	Energy	Guidelines	and	the	
Agriculture	Commissioner’s	Review	were	only	completed	during	the	process,	
presenting	even	more	difficulty	to	objectors.		
	
	Consequently,	we	request	the	Commission:	

1. Defer	and	reschedule	the	proposed	date	the	public	hearing	to	a	date	after	
the	Courts	reopen	in	early	2024,	and		

2. extend	the	date	for	lodgement	of	a	submission	for	the	same	period	and	
confirm	that	objectors	will	be	permitted	to	make	further	and	
supplementary	submissions	into	2024.		

	
We	request	your	response	and	advice	expeditiously,	particularly	given	the	
imminent	impact	of	the	hearing	request	and	submission	deadline.	
	
Yours	sincerely,	
S	J	Governance	Services	and	Solutions	

Shauna	Jarrett	
Principal	
	
	
	
	
	



	




