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MR G. KIRKBY: Good afternoon and welcome. Befare begin, | would like to
acknowledge the traditional owners of the land dmchv we meet and pay my
respects to elders past and present. Welcome tméleting today KEPCO Bylong
Australia Proprietary Limited — the applicant pr®posing to develop the Bylong
Coal Project, an open-cut and underground theroelmine near Mudgee New
South Wales in the Mid-Western Regional CounciNefv South Wales.

My name is Gordon Kirkby. I'm the chair of this@Fpanel. Joining me are Wendy
Lewin and Steve O’Connor. Other attendees of theting are David Way and
Matthew Todd-Jones from the IPC secretariat and Baime, Julie Robertson, Brad
Cam and Cameron Amos representing Mid-Western Ragioouncil. In the
interests of openness and transparency and toeetiwifull capture of information,
today’s meeting is being recorded and a full trapsevill be produced and made
available on the commission website.

The meeting is one part of the commission’s degisnaking process. It is taking
place at the preliminary stage of the process alidosm one of several sources of
information on which the commission will base iecion. It's important for the
commissioners to ask questions of attendees acldrify issues wherever we
consider it appropriate. If you're asked a questiad not in a position to answer,
please feel free to take a question on notice andcgn provide any additional
writing — information in writing which we will theput up on our website. We will
now begin. So thank you for hosting us here todAde have an agenda which |
think David has forwarded through to you.

MR B. CAM: Thank you.

MR KIRKBY: We have an agenda which | think Davwds forwarded through to
you.

MR CAM: Yes. l've.....

MR KIRKBY: So we will try and keep this relatiweinformal. | guess, we've — it
might good to start with an introduction just sattthe transcript can - - -

MR CAM: Know who we are.

MR KIRKBY: - - - go back and pick voices with wa®, so we might start with you.
MR S. PAINE: Sam Paine.

MR CAM: Deputy Mayor.

MR PAINE: Deputy Mayor.
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MR CAM: And the Mayor is an apology. He’s justay and certainly would have
been here but had a pre-booked trip away and sapliegy and is very grateful that
Sam was available, our Deputy Mayor. Brad Cam,g&drManager, Mid-Western
Regional Council.

MS J. ROBERTSON: Julie Robertson, Director of Blepment at Mid-Western
Regional Council.

MR C. AMOS: Cameron Amos, Town Planner at Mid-Yées Regional Council.
MR D. WAY: David Way, Senior Planner.

MS W. LEWIN: Wendy Lewin, IPC.

MR KIRKBY: Gordon Kirby from the IPC.

MR O’CONNOR: And Steve O’Connor from the IPC.

MR KIRKBY: Okay. Thank you. We've obviously see we've read through all
the EIS documentation and obviously, there wasdhiew that the then PAC, |
think, as we were called then did. And obviouiig KEPCO has responded to that
and come back with revised documentation to respoticbse issues and the
department has done a — an assessment reporieattinmendations for approval
subject to a range of conditions, | guess. We®enthrough and we’ve seen
various correspondence from council to the departroe a range of issues. But, |
guess, it would be good just to, sort of, | guestscguncil’s views upfront on the
revised plans and the recommendation now before us.

MR CAM: Sure. Look, first of all, just the couhbave the understanding that
there has been a huge investment from KEPCO ancbthenunity have really
expressed as well as the council that they wase¢othis investment occurring in
New South Wales. They've expressed that concebotio the department and also
the Premier. We're very lucky to have the Prem@here doing the sod turning of
the hospital a couple of months ago and a delagafipeople met with the Premier
to discuss the KEPCO project and their supporitforThe Premier is fully aware of
the investment that has occurred from the Koreadsage want to see this project
carried forward. Particularly, we feel — or thainoil feel that the response from
KEPCO to the previous PACs concerns about heritagageally feel now that
they've addressed that and that's why that we kathere is that support. We feel
that they’ve listened — the council feel that tiweytistened and have made those
changes necessary. Do you, Julie, you want te@anething about that?

MS ROBERTSON: Let me just have a look. The Mayas actually prepared a
letter which he wanted - - -

MR KIRKBY: Okay.
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MS ROBERTSON: - - -to take in his absence. I#wd is a letter there and I'm not
sure if you want us to read that or it just goés acopy - - -

MR KIRKBY: If you just want to go through the --
MS LEWIN: Thank you.

MR KIRKBY: - - -the headlines, | guess.

MS ROBERTSON: Yes.

MR KIRKBY: Yes.

MS ROBERTSON: So that first section talks abbt future investment in New
South Wales and so certainly we are well awar@@irmpacts of the project and in
particular, the investment and creation of jobthmregion. The high levels of local
support for the project are certainly there, so garad to a number of projects in the
past, there has been overwhelming support froncahacil — or expressed to
council. We did have — a petition was presentdtieatast council meeting, so just at
our most recent October council meeting.

MR CAM: And there’s a copy of the petition.

MR KIRKBY: Okay. Thank you.

MR CAM: It has been lodged with you as well - - -
MR KIRKBY: Yes.

MR CAM: - - - | thought we would present it. Anals Julie said, it — they came —
the delegation came to the last council meetingsodte, presented that petition,
and council were overwhelming supportive of the oamity of the Kandos and
Rylstone region in support of the project.

MS ROBERTSON: And so the key points there aréttiecommunities of Kandos
and Rylstone have had two major projects close i -

MR KIRKBY: Yes.

MS ROBERTSON: - - - over the last probably fiveays with Cement Australia
and the Charbon coalmine. And so you do have araonity there that is well used
to and aware of the benefits and impacts of majojepts and that's why they have
expressed through the petition that has been tabétdhey are really — the petition
clearly states the project represents a lifelimetie region and certainly that's a
view that council shares.
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The final part of the letter talks about the Depet of Planning and Environment’s
assessment report and the council have lookeabatid have provided unanimous
support to say that they also support the findofghe Department of Planning. So
we’'re satisfied that with all of the agencies thia involved and we got a lot of
petitions and information that has been preseia-t- -

MR KIRKBY: Do you think that’s the loudspeakei® — is that interview playing
loud? You can hear people talking and coughing.

MS ROBERTSON: Yes. So just - like, | guess, baware that KEPCO has now
made a major — it demonstrates the commitment Wieayiade by reducing the size

of the footprint for those that flatline and thdacathe extra measures that have been
taken to protect Tarwyn Park and also — | meanatheunt of money that they have
put into that - - -

MR CAM: Yes. Look, a couple of months ago collocs did an inspection of
Tarwyn Park and had a look at some of the work hlaathappened down there since
KEPCO have taken over and they were very impreasiiacthe — not only the work
that has been done on the actual house itselfrendatural sequence farming area
but also the money that has been spent on therfgranea there.

And it has become a significant cattle producer nitivere and we’ve noticed that
back in our sale yards so they're selling theiesitock through our sale yards and
through our local agents and it's really nice aadreil were very impressed to see
that cohabitation of not only mining but also agliare that — with the — particularly
with the KEPCO project. So, you know, I think tik&PCO have recognised the
significance of Tarwyn Park and, therefore, as patheir new submission, have
maintained that entire Tarwyn Park so - - -

MR KIRKBY: Just going through a couple of — a ptaiof sort of things | noted
out of your submissions as to — so it appears mavell the — that the VPA has now
been agreed and in place subsequent to approval.

MR CAM: Yes. Not only the VPAs but also over- -

MR KIRKBY: And the road.

MR CAM: - - -the road contributions for maintewa but also the road upgrades,

both through the Munghorn and also the Wollar, Bgl&/alley Way intersection and
the Bylong Valley Way between that and Upper Bylahgy have all been agreed -
the scope and the contributions made.

MR KIRKBY: Because | know you had - | think it wa cumulative issue you had

way back about that intersection and the other mites . The agreement covers all
that. You're satisfied with those are - - -

MR CAM: Yes. Yes, we are now.
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MR KIRKBY: Okay.

MR CAM: And subsequently with the upgrade of Wellar — Ulan-Wollar Road,
it has been done through Resources for Regions.

MR KIRKBY: Yes.

MR CAM: And we received 15.9 million and that jact will be finished by the
end of the year. That will be then fully sealed.

MR KIRKBY: Yes.

MR CAM: And ten we have a combination of KEPCOneap as well as Black Spot
money as well as council money towards the Munghpgrade and straightening
which we’re working on with the National Parks la¢ inoment.

MR KIRKBY: Okay. Juston the VPA, you have aipg| | understand, about how
sort of money received through VPAs is sort of cdked through the community and
| think there was a reference that, you know, Bydong could put a — the
community there could put in a submission for that

MR CAM: Yes, absolutely.

MR KIRKBY: - --and it will be given priority.What's the sort of process for that,
justto - - -

MS ROBERTSON: So the highest level plan that cdyprepares is community
plans.

MR KIRKBY: Yes.
MS ROBERTSON: That's part of the OPNR framework -
MR KIRKBY: Yes.

MS ROBERTSON: - - - from local government. Amdthat community plan we
go — we go out and consult with the communitiebe Tast time we did that which
was two years ago — every four years it needs teviewed — two and a half
thousand people participated. We go and set Uip staeach of the towns and ask
them to give us feedback on what they want as taeytimately the community’s
plan.

MR KIRKBY: Yes.
MS ROBERTSON: They identify the projects thatytheould like to see there.

Then every year we have our annual budgeting alivedg program process where
if the community is able to put forward a commurptggram initiatives — a

.IPC COUNCIL MEETING 6.11.18 P-6
©Auscript Australasia Pty Limited ~ Transcript in Gmence



10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

submission into the plan — and we then considesetlamd take them into account in
the budgeting process. So, yes, certainly any reewftthe community can put in a
submission to say this is how we would like to $exse funds spent.

MR CAM: And, not only that, we also have — coumeve a financial assistance
program and so community groups will throughoutytear — apart from that process
throughout the year have an opportunity to writéoma particular — an event they
may have or a particular project they might be d@nd council will then, through
that bucket of money - that financial assistanagkbtiwhich is about 160,000 a year
— council then vote to give projects.

So it's not only that one-off opportunity each tilmedget is happening; they can
continue to do that throughout the year. And wvikis-VPA money, along with some
of the other VPA money, we will top that — thatdncial assistance money up if
there’s more projects that council want to support.

MR KIRKBY: Okay. Steve or Wendy, do you have any

MR O’CONNOR: 1 just was interested to see thatWPA has already been signed,
sealed and delivered. Normally VPAs are offered ia project gets approved
there’s a condition that says you must enter int&p it's absolutely all a done deal
and - - -

MR KIRKBY: Yes, adone - - -

MR O’'CONNOR: - - - presumably there must be sdnmgf in the VPAs - triggers
once approval is granted.

MR KIRKBY: Yes. So that's - - -
MR CAM: Yes, it's based on approval and then Hasethe first production - - -
MR O’'CONNOR: Yes.

MR CAM: - - - and then cents per ton of productibereafter and then CPIl. So
that was done probably 18 months ago, maybe evelyéars ago, and there was a
little bit of discussion. | think more of the dission was around the maintenance —
road maintenance contribution rather than the VIPthink we only had two rounds
of communication. Council were very pleased wité initial offer and - - -

MR KIRKBY: Okay.
MR CAM: - --and then came back to KEPCO and s&We want a little bit more”

and they were forthcoming. So, yes, that was tttha sort of been — all of that
discussion has been off the table for a long tirme&kwvis great.
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MS ROBERTSON: Which — and that’s certainly colieg@reference. We’ve had
other projects. We've had a long history of prtgeeand some of them have gone
well beyond approval. Particularly negotiatingttivich is not ideal.

MR KIRKBY: Yes.
MS ROBERTSON: So it's much better to have therplate upfront.
MR KIRKBY: Okay.

MR CAM: | have to say the relationship betweenACED and council has been
very — very friendly. They have been forthcomirithey have really listened to any
concerns that council have raised at any time aweé lgone out of their way to
actually address those concerns and so | wouldt’'sgyrobably one of the strongest
relationships we’ve had with an applicant in a &&gnificant project. | wouldn’t —

| couldn’t put my hand on my heart and say thatglother projects that we've dealt
with but these — working with the Koreans and KEPi@&®We been fantastic
experience and really very supportive of them duad they're very supportive of the
community and council.

MS ROBERTSON: And a good example of that is tleekwvith accommodation
facility. We certainly expressed right up-fronathwve were not supportive of that
being on site because of the impacts of that aeyl ltlave listened and probably tried
hard to - - -

MR CAM: They have.

MS ROBERTSON: - - - convince us otherwise bub dilstened to our local
expertise and knowledge around the demand for acamtation and how — how
supply tends to kick in when it's needed.

MR KIRKBY: And how is the generally, | guess, sof, Mudgee community sort
of dealing with all this sort of mining happenimgterms of new housing and things
like that? Is it a strain for you or are you kepup or - - -

MR CAM: |think in 2012 when we had the — thasfiinitial boom, | don’t think
we were prepared for that and | think that we wkrdugh some pain when - - -

MR KIRKBY: Yes.

MR CAM: - - - there was that resources boom. Amedve learnt from that and
we’ve geared ourselves up to be able to cope Wibkd fluctuations of demand for
housing; also understanding that we need to mailkeetbat we don't affect our
tourism trad - because it's very big industry — arelve done that well. We’'re not
finding with our — and we’ve got State significgmbjects or expansions - - -

MR KIRKBY: Yes. Yes.
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MR CAM: - - - happening all the time. We havenéd any of the pain that we had
back in 2012. It's more the communities, partidylthe Kandos/Rylstone, but also
up here saying, “We want a decision. We want &iskappening because we're
suffering.” And it's a real economic — will be @al economic boost to the
Kandos/Rylstone region, this project.

MS LEWIN: Is that suffering from inertia about kiiag the decision or is it
suffering for many other reasons as well as this?

MR CAM: It's a combination, but certainly the sloess of the decision, | think,
has been frustrating for the community and, theegfthey want to see a decision
made this time, not see it again, a non-decisicn s®ries of conditions. | mean,
with the Department of Planning saying that thigjget is able to be approved with
conditions, that's why the community see — read &ma say, “Why is it taking so
long?” And we understand the process that neelappen, but the community
don't.

MS LEWIN: Yes.

MS ROBERTSON: And I guess the point there is Ketdos and Rylstone having
had those closures, they've had families that@sthanging in there or businesses
just hanging in there, waiting to see what hapgemns. So they're really getting to
the point where they need to make decisions albeut flutures, | suppose, whether
they see any business and employment opportutotiely or whether they do bite
the bullet and remove children from schools andoate elsewhere, | guess.

MR CAM: In all my time in local government, | finthis probably one of the most
unique positions, this project, that it has overnwihieg support for the project.

MR O’'CONNOR: Community support, you mean.
MR CAM: Community support.
MR O'CONNOR: Yes.

MR CAM: And council support. We have unanimouosicil support. Whereas
any other project you see the community divideau Will see the factions, and
we’ve certainly seen it in some of the other prtgecrenewable projects that have
occurred in our region. It has really divided doenmunity and really divided
council. This project is unique in the fact tha thhave overwhelming community
support and unanimous council support and, yesjust the opposition that you will
listen to from people outside the region whicmtfifrustrating that you have to, and
I understand you have to listen to that, but thmesaple are not being affected by this
particular project. And when you have overwhelgnsupport, | think that's
something that you need to consider in your deditien that you don’t have
opposition to this particular project and ther¢his ability for both the coal mines
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agricultural, tourism in our region to work togetiseiccessfully and we’ve proven
that that can happen.

MR KIRKBY: Okay. Just is there anything in thepartment’s report or the
recommended conditions that council has any padati@@mment on or issue with or
is there any conditions that don’t work for youyou feel the department could have
strengthened, just - - -

MS ROBERTSON: We would probably need to takenihotice - - -

MR KIRKBY: Okay.

MS ROBERTSON: - - - to fully comprehend the fséit of conditions.

MR KIRKBY: Yes.

MS ROBERTSON: We have the recommended — we levehtanges to the
conditions.

MR KIRKBY: Yes.

MS ROBERTSON: | mean, we didn’t actually lookla@m all together. But we
could provide that feedback. Generally, howeverwere satisfied with the
conditions in the original assessment report antthe@hanges — definitely there
would be changes to the recommended conditionsawe reviewed and it does note
the agreed road funding upgrade - - -

MR KIRKBY: Yes.

MS ROBERTSON: - - - so it has recognised whahaee been negotiating with
KEPCO.

MR KIRKBY: Okay, anyone have any further quest@m comments?
MS LEWIN: No. | think we haven’'t come to - - -

MR KIRKBY: Sorry.

MS ROBERTSON: So just on conditions - - -

MS LEWIN: Yes.

MS ROBERTSON: - - - would you like us to do thewiew of — | don’t know if
they were producing a full set or not?

MR KIRKBY: There is a full set, | think, up ondldepartment’s website.
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MS LEWIN: Yes.

MR KIRKBY: But, look, even if it's - - -

MS ROBERTSON: .....

MR KIRKBY: - - - just coming back saying, “We dbmave any issues,” yes.
MS ROBERTSON: We will do that.

MS LEWIN: Small modifications, yes, yes.

MR KIRKBY: It's more to know if ever there is —-

MR CAM: Yes. There’s nothing. Like, in the patstere was nothing that council
raised that they were concerned about it, so wiguwsil have another check.

MS ROBERTSON: | will just send you an email teeck the - - -

MR KIRKBY: Okay.

MR CAM: Well, nothing glaring anyway.

MR KIRKBY: Obviously, yes, it's without prejudicelt’s not an indication if - - -
MR CAM: Yes.

MS ROBERTSON: That- that’s - - -

MR KIRKBY: - - - how we might go, but it’s - - -

MR CAM: No. Sure.

MR KIRKBY: It's good to know. Okay. All righttten. Well, if anyone else has
no comments SO - - -

MR CAM: No.

MR KIRKBY: - - - I close the meeting. Thank ysary much.
MR CAM: Thank you.

MS ROBERTSON: Thank you.

MR CAM: Thank you for the time - - -

MR KIRKBY: That's all right.
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MR CAM: - - - and the opportunity to talk.

MR KIRKBY: Thanks.

MEETING CONCLUDED AT 8.54 AM
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